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Sanctity of Jesus Christ. 


To have proved that Jesus Christ has been 
the most wise of mankind, and most perfectly 
wise, is to have proved that he was the most 
holy of that race, and perfectly holy. This 
second assertion becomes not only probable, 
after having proved the first, but becomes a 
positive certainty. It is:certain, that in man, 
constituted as he is, the vices of the heart 


always obscure the lights of his mind,| 


although they never obliterate them com- 
pletely: that when’ the heart is corrupt, 
reason is never pure, and consequently that 
perfect virtue is inseparable from reason in a 
state of perfection; and that no man can be 
wise, or possess that complete and absolute 
Wisdom to which nothing is wanting, without 
being at the same time holy, and possessing 
that spotless sanctity to which nothing is 
Wanting. ‘The man who is not perfectly holy, 
can form no idea of perfect virtue, Such a 
man can neither form to himself, nor conse- 
quently present to others an image of virtue, 
such as she really is, and which represents 
her in all her characters. 

_the passions and vices which corrupt the 
Wil of man, especially pride, always per- 
vert his reason, and give him erroneous 
ideas with respect to morals. From the 
Passions arise all moral errors, private as well 
4% public. It isthe passions that, at all'times, 
and amongst all people, have given birth to 
se monstrous prejudicés which have chang- 

Virtue into vice, and vice into virtue, and 
ave put man under the dire necessity to be 


Pen, 


bad, or to dishonor himself: for man must al- 
ways wish that he could bear interior testi- 
mony to his own virtue, and it is a necessary 
consequence of that sentiment, that he en- 
deavours to transform into virtge the vice 
which gratifies him. 

Should a vicious man undertake to draw a 
rtrait of virtue, however brilliant be his.ta- 
ts, his vices, without jd pérceiving It, Wrik; 
direct his pencil, and cast oyer his picture a 
shade that must disfigure it.. This is what hap- 
pened'to those philosophers of whom pagan 
antiquity has so much boasted, and whom 
they praise to the stars. Your Socrates’, 
Platos, Aristotles, Ciceros, and Senecas, have 
all failed in drawing a portrait of virtue; have 
all disfigured it. Their portraits abound 
with beauties, but also with faults: mixed 
with the traits that reason has dictated, we 
find those of the passions, and of prejudice— 
they are only monsters. 

That which has happened in the philo- 
sophy of pagan antiquity, prevails still in 
modern times, even in our own days. What 
is the reason that these great men have never 
succeeded in pourtraying a perfect resem- 
blance of virtue and sanctity? It is because 
they never knew it: because they did not 
possess it. Jesus Christ has given the true 
idea of perfect sanctity; he then possessed 
that sanctity. His reason was never obscur- 
ed by any shade of vice, his heart disturbed 
by no passion. He was perfectly wise, and 
of course possessed, of perfect sanctity. He 
alone knew how to paint virtue in all the 
traits that characterize it. He took the.im- 
age from himself, being its perfect prototype 
and model, 

After all, it is not from reasoning but from 
facts that we shall be able to form a just esti- 
mate of the sanctity of Jesus Christ: it is 
from his actions that we must form the por- 
trait: it is from them that we must collect 
the characteristic outlines, in order to judge 
what he is. In order to study him, we must 
have recourse to the gospel itself; but, we 
must never forget that it is written, ‘that 













no one ¢an know the Son, but the Father: 
as no one can know the Father but the 
Son, or he to whom the Son shall please to 
reveal it.” We shall never know. Jesus 
Christ but in heaven: there we shall see him 
just as he is: there we hall enjoy him in the 
beatific vision, the treasures of which he will 


expose to our ravishe¢ .epses, nm 
¢. Amongst the itn itfeetions whldhiere 
‘developed in the study Of the character of 


Jesus Christ, we arg at first sight struck, and 
as it were dazzled with the lustre of his sanc- 
tity. In him we discoyer those leading vir- 
tues which constitute the foundation of all 
sanctity, that is, the love of God, and that of 
our neighbour. What profound respect for 
God, whom he always calls his Father! what 
dependance on his will! what zeal for his 
glory! what an immensé desire to make him 
known, and to procure him adorers! Never 
did man’ love the human race with so pure, 
so sincere, and so disinterested an affection. 
Can any thing be conceived comparable to 
the zeal with which he instructs them? To 
the bounty with which he succours thém? 
To the patience with which he supports them? 
The innocence of his manners, his modera- 
tion, his self-denial, his aversion to all pomp 
and vain glory, are @s conspicuous as his 
other virtues. He never would possess any 
of the goods of this life, he never assumed au- 
thority, he refusedthe crown. He was often 
seen to shed tears for the ills of man, but 
never was seen to laugh. He sometimes 
relaxed from his labours, but was never known 
to enjoy pleasure: i his exterior deportment 
there was never perceived a desire to acquire 
distinction. Let us figure to ourselves a 
man in whose air’and manners we discover 
a noble simplicity, and a certain mild dignity, 
which is~not clearly distinguished until we 
consider him neatly: who is modest without 
affectation, grave without austerity, discreet 
and reserved without restraint: affable and 
popular without meanness, equally incapable 
of flattery, or giving offence; ever ready to 
do good, and never valuing himself for the 
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good he has done. . Such are the first outlines |the heavens; this was done in ———- ‘as|whom he so severely reproved, had every 
shi im, and_put his power to 


of the portrait of Jesus Christ. 

But when we 
minute attention, and study him with more 
care, we discover those grand endowments 


which must excite surprise’ Not only can | Samaria which had refused 
we not discover any vig@, but cannot perceive | wished him to call down lightning to con-| sus Christ; they hadeit at their option to 
any of those blemishes from which no manj|sume the ungrateful place. 





can be exempt; none of those involuntary 


ine him with more|the pr 


of rong that solicited this miracle:| rejected as an impostor. 
impulses, which in all men sometimes as it | Jesus 






tmp him, : 


human ‘means for and against him; 













. As it) m1 hat hey| were the men in office and in credit;) 

uired this prod refused. | disposed of all things; all was in their py 

is diseip] yi ag ‘g}all men trembled in their presence; 
to 


a ov T 
receive him, | were masters of the reputation and tife of. 





It was a spirit) him received asthe Messiah, or ‘have’ him 


Thus Christ ip 
fist rejects with indignation the | veighed against disorders with the most intre. 


were surprise their reason, and shew that | prayer of his disciples, and answers:—You pid boldness, in the ‘most dreadful conjune 
their virtue is not always on its guard, or| know not to what spirit you are called, for ture, where buman respect reduces to silenée 


docs not always watch. 
The goodness and purity of heart which 
distinguish that venerable man, the grandeur 


the son of man is mot come to destroy man, the most courageous man, and makeg h 


but to save him,” 4) 2508 | forget what he owes to God; and shews 
When he was brought before Herod, the mercy, mildness, and charity in those 


and elevation of his soul, are visibly in all|tyrant was greatly rejoiced: he had long’ cumstances where the most cowardly act With 


that he says, and in all that he does. The 
sublimity of virtue is his natural state: he | 
has never occasion, like other men, to collect 
himself, or make any effort against the pas- 
sions, in order to perform, on the most trying 
occasions, the most heroic acts of virtue: 
he is wise without study, temperate, patient, 
liberal, and intrepid without exertion. In 
him all is in just proportion: all in that true | 
medium which reason points out, but which | 
no man can attain. He is never, like other | 
men, thrown into one extreme in order to 
avoid another: all that he has said, is pre- 
cisely that which he should have said: all 
that he has done, precisely that which he | 
should have done. He is never found at 
fault: with him all flows from the first 
source. Virtue cannot be more true, more 
frank, more free, more independent of every 
human consideration or prejudice, of every 
fear, or hepe, of every interest whatsoever. 

When he defies th ws to convict him of | 
any sin, we are fotceyt believe him, being 
already convinced that he is impeccable. 

It is true that Jesus Christ had enemies; 
but was it possible that he should not?) Men 
being such as we see them, can any of them 
be eminent for greatness, or sanctity with 
impunity? The bad hate the good for being | 
so, and from what we know of history, we 
must not be surprised that that virtue which 
should have caused Jesus Christ to be adored, 
was the cause ef his crucifixion. 

Such are the general characters of the 
sanctity of Jesus Christ, as verified in the 
whole course of the history of the evangelists. 
We cannot omit some particular instances. 

If we read the gospel with care, it will 
appear that Jesus Christ always rendered to 
men in office, to kings and their ministers, 
to priests and other dignified persons, all that 
was due to the characters with which they 
were invested; but it will appear at the same 
time, that he never gave them more; he ne- 
ver made any eulogium on either talents, gran- 
deur, or riches, and never gave praise but to 
virtue. It was manifest from his whole 
conduct, that what he most esteemed and 
honoured was man himself, aid the dignity 
of human nature. It is also worthy of 
remark, that Jesus Christ never performed 
any miracles, but such as were worthy of the 
God-Man. His power being the instrument 
of his bounty, he never performed a miracle 
in order to punish; it was always for the 
purpose of relieving the unhappy, of glorify- 
ing his heavenly Father, or of proving his 
divinity. No human motive could ever influ- 
ence his actions 

The pharisees demanded in an imperious 





| 





tone, that he would cause a sign to appear in 





wished to know him, and see him perform a haughtiness and severity, and the abandon- 
miracie. His motive being only curiosity. | ment of all the offices of humanity, generally 
Jesus Christ would not satisfy him. He did inflict on their victim every mortification and 
not perform the miracle that Herod desired, | insult. 
but he performed another; he was silent, and; But in order to see supreme virtue in its 
answered not a word to his questions; he | utmost lustre, we must consider Jesus Christ 
preferred to be reputed a fool, to the being | at his death. It is in his passion that the 
thought aflatterer: and by this example divine Saviour exhibited all the beauty, all 
taught his @iseiples that they should employ |the force and the greatness of his soul. _ In 
the gifts they had received from heaven, | vain would we search in the records of time 
only for the instruction and conversion of) for a single man who could resemble him. 
kings, but never for their amusement. | At this moment he leaves every thing human 
It has been said, that virtue is never car-) at an infinite distance behind. All virtue is 
ried to the highest point of heroism, but when | eclipsed, all sanctity disappears in his pre- 
it unites the two extremes of opposite virtues|sence. It is not thus that we suffer, it is not 
—for example, extreme justice and extreme thus that we die, when we are only men.» It 
bounty. The observation is true. Man is |is not our intention here to follow up regulat- 
never possessed of any virtue in an eminent |ly the passion of our Saviour. Four words 
degree, but at the expense of an opposite which comprehend the four great characters 
virtue: he that is just in the extreme, must | of the virtue of Jesus Christ, will be sufficient 
be inflexible and austere; he that is prudent, | He united extreme freedom with an extreme 
is generally slow and timid, Xc. dereliction of his defence: extreme patience 
Jesus Christ’ aloe has united all the ex-}with extreme dignity. 
tremes of the opposite virtues. Ofthis the! Extreme freedom—Let us contemplate 
gospel furnishes numberless examples, in the | with wonder, how Jesus Christ speaks to the 
perusal of which we shall become sensible of | Jews, at the moment they seized his person 
all their grandeur. |in the garden of Olives; to the chief-priests 
To be convinced of this, we have only to | whointerrogated him concerning his doctrine, 
read examples of extreme goodness, of ex-|and that of his disciples; to the audacious 


|treme mildness, and of-extreme benignity, in| officer who gave him a box on the ear; to 


Jesus Christs sitting in judgment on the |the high-priest again, who commanded him, 
woman taken in adultery: conversing with in the name of God, to declare if he were 
the Samaritan woman on the brink of Jacob’s the Messiah; to Pilate, in the inter Ee, 
well: apologizing in the house of Simon, to|which he underwent in his presence. Let us 
the pharisee, for the female sinner; and in-jbut consider his words, and the circum- 
viting himself to the house of Zaccheus. Let|stances in which he spoke them; let us 
us peruse his words on those several occa-|suppose any other man in his place, and ask 
sions, and we shall confess, that all the chari-|if it be possible for a man in a situation so 
ty which we can conceive of God who became | dreadful, to preserve such a presence of mind, 
man to save all mankind, is eminently mani-|such tranquility, and such intrepid freedom, 
fest. What can be more great, or more affect-| Extreme dereliction of his defence—Socré- 
ing? In these traits do we not recognise the tes, who is considered the greatest man un- 
good shepherd, and the father of the prodi-|informed by religion—Socrates, unjustly a¢- 
galson? Shall we not confess that Jesus|cused, speaks to his judges who were Me 
Christ drew his own portrait in these two|enemies with a freedom that has been the™ 
parables? astonishment of all ages, but it was forthe 
Of extreme firmness and extreme freedom, | purpose of defending his innocence that he 
recollect the examples in the noble intrepidity |spoke. Jesus Christ did not speak a word 
with which Jesus Christ so often opposed the |to defend his innocence. Could he have 
scribes and pharisees, reproaching them to | wanted materials—he, whose life was so pure, 
their face with their hypocrisy, their secret | whose doctrine was so holy, and whose mifa- 
disorders, their sacrilegious abuse of every|cles were so conspicuous? Could he have 
thing most holy in religion, and the impious | wanted language? He was the most eloquent 
temerity with which they annulled the law, | of men. . 
by the interpretations which they gave it.| Courage—He came of his own accord to 
Are not these brilliant proofs of that intrepid | put himself into the hands of his enemies. 
zeal which no human consideration could| He did not hesitate to declare himself the 
either weaken, or arrest? Son of God, although he knew, that by that 
Those sinners whom our Saviour treated | declaration he pronounced the sentence © 
with so much charity, had no means of\his own death. It was then neither from 
either injuring, or serving him. Those|pusillanimity, nor from despair, but 
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greatness of soul, that he did. not speak a word 
in his own defence. He consequently united 
the, most heroic dereliction of his defence, 


to'the.most heroic freedom. He contented fora uf 
men, | 


may imita 





himself with not avowing himself guilty, 
beeause he was innocent; he never said that 





} \*) 


Sedihat ivieay, that’all 
Pesuek, Vike thon 


he was innocent, because»it was the will of master-pieces of art—of architecture, of pain- 
his heavenly Father that he should suffer |ting, and of sculpture, that can be compared 


i to, be condemned as guilty. to nothing else, being compl 
"Extreme patience—Exposed as a butt to 


such horrible injustice and violence, to such 
se calumnies, such atrocious insults, and 
such unexampled outrage, suffering such 
‘torments, and delivered up to an igno- 
pious death, Jesus Christ is silent—he is as 
mute as a lamb in the hands of the shearer. 
He is not heard to claim the laws of justice, 
go openly violated in his person; nor the 
rights of human nature, so shamefully tram- 
pled under foot. Not a word of complaint, 
not a murmur nor sigh escapes him: neither 
indignation, choler, contempt, nor any other 
passion can be traced in his eyes, visage, 
or demeanor. He even seems to betray 
no emotion: he is all calmness: he seems 
only a spectator of the ills he endures. And 
who else could have endured such a spectacle 
unmoved?’ It would seem, whilst he is suf- 
fering every sort of torture, that he is in his 
natural state: the picture is already too high- 
ly colored for a man, but not sufficiently 
strong for Jesus Christ—for a Gov! He 
prays for his persecutors; he asks for their 
pardon; he excuses them. 

Extreme dignity—In this same silence 
of Jesus Christ, O christian, what grandeur! 
how eloquent it is! how much does it speak 
to those who have wisdom to understand it! 
Let us meditate on it profoundly, and the 
more we meditate the more will be our admi- 
zation. This venerable silence is the com- 
plete triumph of our Redeemer; it is by this 
silence that his virtue is demonstrated as su- 
perior to all virtue. 

The vindication that Socrates makes of 
himself before his Judges, all that he said to 
his friends before his taking the fatal draught, 
respecting his submission to the laws, his con- 
tempt of life, the immortality of the soul— 
all this marks out a great man. The silence 
of Jesus Christ points out a man superior to 
the nature of man. We see by the fine dis- 
course of Socrates that he wishes to appear 
constant: by the silence of Jesus Christ, we 
see that he only wishes to be so. By the 
fine discourse of Socrates, he wishes, if he 
cannot save his life, at least to preserve his 
Teputation: by the silence of Jesus Christ, it 
is manifest that his virtue was superior to the 


‘Bocrates’ discourse we see, that if he could 


Teast to render them odious: in the silence of 
our Lord we perceive, that not being able to 
make them just, his only care was to submit 
patiently to their injustice. A single word 
of Jesus Christ, expressed in vindication of 
his innocence, would have diminished the 
Wea of his consummate virtue, and taken 
away from the magnanimity and sublimity of 

is silence; he then was possessed of not only 
extreme patience, but extreme dignity. Hence 
it must be acknowledged that Jesus Christ 
‘Was possessed of more.eminent virtue and 
‘Sanctity, than any other man either before, or 
after his coming; that he possessed that char- 


models in 
themselves, and by a compari h which, 
as they more, or less approach them in merit, 


an estimate may be formed of the different 
degrees of the excellenee of all other works 
in that kindy the charaeter of Jesus Christ 
must for e considered as unique. No 
particular virtue constitutes his character, 


degree—the dogma of supreme perfection: it 


nomination of Jesus Christ is—THE HOLY. 


cannot be defined for any single trait, as that 
of all other great men; its definition should a +e . 
constitute all possible virtue. The true de- by illiterate, illiberal and vulgar heretics, to 


Enlightened readers & citizens of America! 
Can this be called logic? What can be more 


| insulting to common sense than such puerile, 


‘drivelling nonsense? Yes, Paseal, you and 
your equally erudite, Messrs. Editors,” may 
indeed be convinced, that whatever the Jesu- 
its once believed, as articles of Faith, they be- 
heve now, and that as long as these laborious, 
uncompromising champions of Catholicity 
against heresy and infidelity, are spared life, 
they will, with the assistance of heaven con- 
tinue steadfast and immoveable in such a be- 
lief. “To suppose, however, that they have 


because he possessed, them all in the same) renounced one of their opinions, is” Nor “ to 


suppose that they have abandoned the fun- 
damental doctrine of Popery;” (a word used 


signify “the Holy Catholic Church,”) be- 
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ination they see the reasonableness, as well 
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:| asmecessity of making a distinction between 





ceeds Two HunpREp—Proficiat! 





blunder of identifying the word Romanism 


mamsm. He commences thus— 


adopted, they adopt now. 


to suppose that they have abandoned th 
fundamental doctrine of Popery; a doctrin 

















‘aeter of sanctity which identifies him with the 


infallibility of the Church.” 





An. the -sicheping: and mupid polumns iof selves, like the heretics of the present and 
the Boston Recorder of the 2d inst. we chanc- ih aly 5 plo = 008 ind 

ed to glance at a flimsy article headed Ro- P : ee 
MANISM 1N THE UnirTeEp Srates. If the writ- 
: a. t hat : int 3 

er of that article whichis as destitute of truth|, 0 er ehanderiagyy "e 
nag : .., | founding opinion with faith, faith with heresy, 

as itis of logic, were at all acquainted with cad: Leenay arith, anen oui Mindessiinieks 
the English Language, and we are confident ? P aie: socggie 
that he has no sort of pretensions whatever 
to any other, he would not be guilty of the 


Which signifies an idiom, or expression Pe-| ould remain swan enlibtthe-cenlllief-the 
culiar to the Roman language, with the Roman ame ep 
‘ hy . | world, that the gates of “hell (which includes 
Catholic Religion itself. How dangerous is heresy of every GEMMMEEHOn), dideld nev 
a little learning! Into what difficulties and| — ? y eaeeaetion) — 
iti tH : 
hag de ee he deny er a no lyn tt the are 
? > ee * 2 ' 
rance, or malice she meddles with what she eens oe Speer eit Seneaaed, 


does not understand, yet which she awkward- 
ly endeavors to ridicule, or destroy! How 
strongly does'such conduct remind us of the H . . . 
fable of the Viper and the File! So let it be ence the ee ee 
with the scribbling genius, who styles himSelf| 

th d * 
Pascal, the author of the article, and his Ro- ott Cn eee 


“‘ Messrs. Editors—If any one has hereto- | Mi iia. : : 
fore entertained the opinion that the Soefety |'"8 * fem aml vafallible tribunal over which 
of Jesus has been reformed, I presume he | he invisibly presides, and by which, through 
will consider the positive testimony of the /|the legally constituted organs of his dispen+ 

P y gee) g P 
Jesuits, themselves, of sufficient validity to 
: : 
Saar tien. behast el in ted chaff, the bread of life from the food of death, 
of course, whatever princi ae they once | Pure doctrine from’the cunningly devised fa- 
© suppose that | bles, and schemes of wicked, yet sanctimoni-~ 
they have renounced one of their opinions is | ous men, who lie in. wait to deceive and de- 


_| matters of “ opinion,” and those of faith; un- 
We are happy to inform our Christian Readers that less indeed, Mr. Pascal, although: judging 
the number of Roman Catholics who have made their| {rom your mode of arguing, we, perhaps -mis- 
JuBILEE in the district of Salem and Lowell, under the 
spiritual superintendence of the Rev. Mr. Mahony, ex- 


take your sex, to which, even if so, your.de- 
duction would be a disgrace,-you take it for 
granted that the Jesuits, who, for your in- 
formation are Roman Catholics, suffer them- 


of doctrine, knowing not, alas! poor crea- 


to heaven is not the fact in the Church of 
Christ. Our Incarnate Saviour established 
his Church upon St. Peter, and fortified his 


’| Apostles with the divine assurance that He 


prevail against his Chiirch, that it was the pil- 


as he always has done, this Church info, and 
confirm it in all truth, necessary both in point 
of doctrine and morality, for eternal salvation. 


who aspire to heaven to hear and regulate 


alty of being considered as a heathen and 
publican; hence the necessity of his establish- 


sation, he separates the solid grain from the 


e 


stroy.— Well, indeed, may Pascabassert, nay, 


upon which the whole fabric rests: viz. the he may,with a safe conscience believe, and 











would to God his worldly interest would per- 
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mit him to be practically convinced that’ this 
is “the doctrine upon which the whole fa- 
brie” of the Christian “Religion * rests,”— 

a doctrine, however; Which unfortunately for 
his fabric, his faith and»opinion, for we are 
satisfied that im realityathey are one and the 
same, serves not as a foundation for his 
Church. 


This fallible member of a fallible Church, 
this same Mr. Pascal, continues—“‘ As we 
have seen that our American Jesuits give 
their unqualified approbation to the conduct 
of their Fraternity in the last century, who 
spread terror and desolation wherever they 
went, it might not be uninteresting to some 
of your readers to become acquainted with 
the exquisite code of morals by which the Je- 
suits have ever regulated their actions.”— 
The American Jesuits are perfectly right in thetr 
unqualified approbation of the conduct of their 
Fraternity, not only “in the last century,” 
but ever since the foundation of that illustri- 
ous Institution; because the brilliancy of their 
genius, the purity of their Catholic faith, 
their eloquence in the pulpit, their irresisti- 
ble writings truly spread terror and desolation 
through the ranks of heresy and infidelity. 
Voltaire and his anti-Christian host knew 
this; they. believed it and trembled. Pascal 
and his allies, who are now machinat- 
ing against the true freedom and the true 
religion of republican “America, in their con- 
science believe it; they also tremble: hinc i- 
lae lacrynac—The mammon of iniquity and 
Pharisaic malice once prevailed against the 
adorable Son of the living God, for He 
thought proper so to permit it; the same wick- 
ed powers put down his Society, but the glo- 
rious *ResuRREx! shews at once the vigor 
and innate power of their Heavenly Master, 
as it does of the body of which he is the head. 
Yes, such is truth; it may for a time be sup- 
pressed, but it eventually raises its head and 
spreads and blooms in all its celestial beauty. 
Happy would it be for you, Pascal, if you 
and your brothér parsons did become ac- 
quainted with the exquisile code of morals by 
which the Jesuits have ever regulated their 
actions, and especially if your actions, and 
morality, and faith were regulated by their 
truly exquisite, exemplary, and evangelical 
code. There would not be so much calum- 
ny, ignorance, malice and danger to-Church 
and State in the world, as unfortunately ex- 
ist at the present hour; neither would your 
mind be so filled with the ideas of a Biblical 
exquisite, or Calvinistic dandy. The con- 
cluding sentence of this mendacious, vitu- 
perative paragraph seems to have smitten the 
conscience of this unfortunate Pascal, for he 
thus. writes—“ But as this would not fall in 
with my present design,” (which is dark and 
dangerous enoughb,) “I shall omit, at least 





for the present, -a particular notice of their 
accommodating system of ethics.””What a 
pity that this said Page tone, not been a little 
more ace itinued te favor the 
community as he has commenced;. with false- 
hood, the whole a falsehood, and nothing but 
a falsehood! 


This man of falsehood would seem to 
shew. his’ profound ignorance, by viewing 
the Jesuits as a totally distinct body from 
the Church of Christ; when he says—“ I 
shall now inquire, if the Papists are at 
the present day more favorably disposed to 
the general dissemitfation of the Sacred 
Scriptures than they had been in times past.” 
Fully as much as they (the Roman Catholics, 
who are called Papists by the low-bred and 
vulgar sons and propagators of heresy) ever 
had been. But they take good care to dis- 
tinguish between genuine, salutary medicine, 
and the deleterious, sophisticated drugs, 
which Biblical quacks find to their pecuniary 
advantage to retail in the market of imno- 
cence and ignorance. To this horrid and 
unholy traffic they have ever been, and de- 
pend upon it, Pascal, they ever will be a- 
verse. This” school-boy scribbler adds— 
‘We should certainly suppose that if there 
was any tendency to free inquiry in the Ro- 
mish Church, exertions would be made to 
promote the circulation of the Bible, yet 
facts plainly shew, that the Papists, generally, 
fear nothing so much, as the universal diffu- 
sion of the holy ‘Scriptures.”” Be it known 
to you, heretical Pascal, that when the nick- 
named expression “ free inquiry,” as applied, 
or used in the sense in which the unreformed 
“reformation” takes it, signifies nothing 
more, nor less than unbridled licentiousness, 
and wolfish infidelity, under the specious but 
damning imposture of hypocritical knavery, 
Catholics fear nothing so much as to have their 
nearest and dearest interests thus exposed 
to temptation and ruin. A free inquiry for- 
sooth, which throws open the door of the 
most barefaced impudence, arrogant igno- 
rance, and blasphemous impiety, to stupid, 
lazy drones, from the mere ploughman, to 
the fraudulent bankrupt, the would-be Mes- 
siah Clarke, Johanna Southcote, and the 
shameless itinerant, the she infidel who has 
repeatedly pestered our good and respectable 
city! Sweet and precious fruit of free inquiry! 
Inexhaustible parent of Babylonish confusion! 
Yes, verily we say unto thee and thy free in- 
quirers, that such a# horrid and unnatural sys- 
tem would upset the order which heaven has 
‘established upon earth, that it belies the very 
subordination which an Incarnate God pre- 
scribed for his Church, and that it is well 
calculated to tear up the very foundations of 
every social compact on which it exercises 
its disorganizing influence. Wonder not, 





therefore, that the Church of Christ: ‘ey 
nothing so much as the corrupt and corrip). 
ing book, by heretics misnamed ‘the Bi . 
that she abhors it’ as a base counterfeity’ 
industriously disseminates the versionofie 


Bible, which she,. ‘herself, has given’ tt 


nations of the earth, 


It is the real object of her desires jot 
to see this “universal diffusion of the Hoi 


languages, and confined as you must’ be' to 
the common English language in which you 
ought certainly to have learned the elementg 
of logic before you commenced the office of 
Critic, annotator and religious writer,’ you 
should have known that in this very city of 
Boston alone as well as in every city through 
out the Union there are numerous copies 
and Editions of the Old and New Testament 

to be had for sale at the Catholic Bookstore 
of Mr. P. Mooney at the corner of Federat 
and Franklin Streets and several other pla- 
ces, which of course must be considered as 
a standing monument of your weakness of mem= 
ory, charilableness of heart, and fondness for 
truth.—Fie upon such base calumny—Will 
heretics for ever indulge in such profligacy 


and wanton perversion of the truth for the” 


infamous purpose of supporting their tottering 
and flimsy edifice of error? Yes, in’ that 
Bookstore you can find, and before God, if 
you value your own salvation and that of 
thousands whom your silly sophistry may 
lead astray, you ought to purchase a copy of 
our Bible and Warp’s Errara or THE Pro- 
TESTANT Biste, and direct and prevail upon 
your Ministerial Fraternity as well as their 
deluded congregations to go and do liketwise. 
These two books will teach you the errors of 
your creed, the dangerous tendenccy of 
your ways, and will, if any thing be calcula 
ted so to do, impress your conscience with 
the awful results of your free-enquiry scheme, 
for in it, nay in your own perverted Bible, 
you will read its horrid consequences. Look 
into the second Epistle, Third Chapter, sixteenth 
verse of St, Peter and you: you will read 
in all the Epistles of St. Paul “are some thi 
hard to be understood which they that ave™t 


learned and unstable wrest as they do also the 


other Scriptures unto their own destruction!” 
What becomes of your free enqniry now, Mr. 
Pascal? Why will you throw open the 

gates of destruction upon the ignorant’ and 
unstable, as such a free cnyuiry, in othét words, 
such a licentious system, has but too frequent 
ly done in Europe? Why deluge this nation 
with the bitter waters of heresy, infidelity, 
revolution, and death? Prove to us, Mr. 
Pascal, that you understand those certaia 







a 


Se” ee ee SE — ES ae a a 











No, 48 





THE JESUIT. 





‘things, ae are hard to be be understood?” 
Demonstrate to us that you.are guided by. the 
spititiof truth; but take care and do not con- 
‘that. Holy. Spirit, with a transformed 
ight, and let. it satisfactorily appear 


= 
2) 
‘ 






» the family of those that are“ unlearned and 


recourse to a living and necessarily in- 
authority for the expounding and cor- 
of interpretation of the law of God, (we see 


importance, 





" ment of Judges for even the explanation of 
oy the laws of the land) then indeed may you 
is expect to find amongst the immense body of 
of the Catholic Hierarchy and Laity in Europe, 
ihe Asia, Africa and America, faithful auxilia- 
of ries. in your “Specian Biste Errorts;” 
he but even then, understand us, we promise to 
ef beso, only so far as the greater honor of God, 
n! d the real benefit of mankind, instead of 
n pe the people under pious pretexts, are 
at concerned. Until then we shall continue to 
ne caution that portion of the Catholic family 
‘2 committed to our care in the words of the 
re great St. Peter, “ you, therefore, brethren, 
or knowing these things before,” (i. ‘e. “those 
‘Nl things hard to be understood” by heretics who 
a4 haye no other guides, or interpreters than 
n their own passions, or whims) “take heed, 
lest being led aside by.the error of the. un- 
wise, you fall from your own steadfastness; 
if but grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him 
| be glory both now and unto the day a; eterni- 
5 ty. Amen.” 
a6 The stupid, or calumniating Pascal, (he 
may take his choice, for one, or other, if not 


sia for distributing the Bible; a version too 


papal sanction.” 


the heretical Pascal, 


«Hes 


to form a Bible-Society i in his Dio 





80 far off as Russia? 
asimay be these statements, we cordially pu 
them down to your credit as—falsehoods. 
again ask, why is Heresy. so fond of prevert 


hood? You say that ‘the Pontiff, in th 
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3, that, you and yourybretbren are not of 


ble.” When you will have made out 
og and superseded the necessity of 


the necessity of the appoint- 


both of the epithets he certainly ought to 
claim) asserts that, ‘In 1816, Pope Pius VII. 
severely reprimanded an Arch-bishop of Rus- 


which, many years before, had received the 
This we roundly deny, and 
do not hesitate to pronounce it an unqualified 
falsehood... * Another Archbishop,” continues 
‘was censured with 
verity for asking permission of his 


#088”? Why, Pascal, have you not given 
the name, place, and circumstances? Why 
place the Scene of the first misrepresentation 
Definite, or indefinite 


We 
ing truth?. Why does it so delight in false- 
Plenitude of his liberality, denounced Bible- 
Societies as the most profound craft, as over- 


turning the very foundations of Religion, as 
mpious machinations and as a_ pestilence 


which ought (not < & must? as vans have. wick- 
edly writ 

Was he not right jin saying $0? ‘ped aa 
these sentiments ‘ought'to be'deeply engrav- 
ed in “Roman Caprrazs, and ‘burnished in 
Gold on all the walls* of ‘evefy State-house 
and public as well as private building not on- 
ly throughout our. happy, t ;menaced 
Union, but the remotest regions of the earth; 

for the term “¢,Bible Societies,” as used by the 
deserters from the'true faith, and adulterators 
of the zendadiBibe, signifies nothing more, 

nothing less, than an association of crahy 
and designing speculators, whose object it is 
to impoverish a nation, to gull-the simple, 
credulous, yet: well disposed people, to fat- 
ten upon the contributions and impious exac- 
tions made»upon rich and poor, and finally; 
to establish a worse than Cromwell-like dy- 
nasty upon the crumbled ruinsof Religion 
and Freedom. Such are, sti¢h must be the 
sentiments and belief of every sensible, pa- 
triotie and virtuous man of every clime, of 
every age. But, Pascal, we have not done 
with you as yet; not from any personal re- 
gard we feel for you, although we really pity 
your stupidity and falsifying propensities, but 
from the respect which we have for the virtu- 
ous, yet deluded people, who may have hith- 
erto been led astray by ‘the profound, yet dis- 
covered craft, (for murder will out) and the 
impious machinations of, your-evangelizing as- 
sociates, who are industriously exerting them- 
selves to diffuse their spiritual pestilence, 
which ought to be and must be eventually an- 
nihilated by the good sense, sound policy, 
patriotism and religion of the community. 
Yes, we not only conscientiously agree with 
his Holiness the Pope, in every item of the 
Catholic Faith, and the declaration to which 
you have alluded, but we also are convinced 
with ‘‘Bishop Milner,”’ who for your informa 
tion was not ‘of Ireland,” but of the Middle 
District of England, that “ the eagerness that 
is manifested in many placesto obtain the Bible 
is a Bibliomania:”’—neither do we differ from 
him, when we reflect upon the Bible, distribut- 
ed, as it is, without orthodox, not Calvimstic, or 
other heretical. notes and illustrations, and al- 
lowed to be explained by ignorance, stupidity 
and profligacy, that the circulatiom of the 
Scripture by such Tracr and Bisricat 
Deavers, “ multiplies crime,” and, what is 
more painful to the Advocates for the march 
of intellect, and Reformation- Gospel-light, “that 
a plain Catholic peasant who is well ground- 
ed in a knowledge of his Catechism, really 
knows more of the word of God, as to the 


? 


t 


e 
preacher,” (and he might have added, “ et hoc 


the Bible by heart.” You say that for these 





a acl ae 


and |tion of his Holiness, and it shews the harmo- 


vast association of 


sense and substance of it, than a Methodist | « 


genus omne,’’) “‘ who can repeat'the words of 


in London! _ Par. nebile 
!. Yes, Pascal, it verifies the asser- 


nizing. porcine, as well as the most pro- 
machinalions of the 

and Infidelity to 
involve civilization in all the horrors of anar- 


chy, in order to accelerate the march of An- 


TICHRIST into this transitory world, But was 
not Bishop Milner correct when he thus ex- 
pressed himself? Look at the following facts; 
and let every freeman, who values social 
happiness, the dignity of nature, the stability 
ofour National Constitution, and his hopes of 
heaven, attentively peruse and seriously pon- 
der upon this tabular view of human turpi- 
tude and crime, which we shall submit to 
public consideration, and which we shall 
preface with the very words of the said Bi- 
shop Milner, extracted from his “ Thirtieth 
Letter,” addressed to James Brown, Esq 


“In short, has the Bible Society, or any of the other 
Protestant societies, converted a single Pagan, or Maho- 
metan by the bare text of Scripture? When such a con- 
vert can be produced, it will be time enough forme to 
propose to him those further gravelling questions which 
result from my observations on the Sacred Text: in a 
former letter to you. In the mean time let your visiter 
rest assured, that the Catholic Church.will proceed in the 
old and successful manner, by which she has converted 
all the Christian people on the face of the earth; the 
same, which Christ delivered to his Apostles and ‘their 
successors: Go ye into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature. Mark. xviJ5. ‘On the 
other hand, how illusory the gentleman’s hopes are, that 
the depravity of this age, and country will be reformed 
by the efforts of the _ +has been victoriously 
proved by the Rev. Dr. Hook, who, with other clear- 
sighted church-men, evideatly sees. that the grand prin- 
ciple of Protestantism, strictl to practice, would 
undermine their establishment. ‘One of his brethren, the 
Rey. Mr. Gisborne, had publicly boasted, that in pro- 
portion to the opposition, which —— Bible Society had 
met with, its d; till it bad” 


reached near a hundred onto pounds in a year: Dr. 

Hook, in return, showed, by lists of the convictions of 
criminals during the fitst seven years of the society’s ex- 
istence, that the wii of the country, instead of 
being diminished had been doubled!* Since that 
period up to the present year, it has increased three-fold 
and four-fold, compared with its state before the society 

egan,’”? 

What says Pascal to all this? Is Bishop 
Milner right, now? Yes, those levellers, 
whether employed in foreign, or domestic 
missions, ought to hide themselves from the 
face of day, and ‘ do penance in sackcloth 
and ashes.” 

We shall now conckide this article, which, 
when we consider the logic, erudition and ve- 
racity of this crazy, cogging, counterfeit 
character, named Pascal, must appear too 
long to our sensible readers,.who already 
seem to whisper to us that we should not 








* List of capital convictions, in London and Middle- 
sex, in the following years, from Dr. Hook’s Charge, 
and the London Chronicle:— 
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facts you are indebted to the ‘ Christian Ob- 
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Vous 








have wasted so much of our precious time 
upon such a creature, or so thuch of our pa- 
per in answering his false and wicked asser- 
tions. But we have taken up our pen for the 
express purpuse* of ising his insolence 
and teaching him how he ought to value truth, 
and his standing, if this moral viper have any, 
in our republican society, independently ‘of his 
thus wantonly assailing nearly nineteen twen- 
tieths of the Christian world. Before, how- 
ever,we let him go, we shall inflict an addition- 
al punishment upon him for the unfairness, the 
dishonesty of his mode of reasoning—We shal] 
_ now give his last paragraph, as it stands be- 
fore us, with the exception of the last sen- 
tence which we shall also present in sub- 
stance to our readers with a solitary remark. 


Who ought to interpret Scripture? says the 
‘ Jesvit’ published at Boston. “ Not every 
one,” he replies, “ but a few only should, by 
the-appointment of God, interpret the serip- 
ture; and especially those on whom this duty 
devolves, and who are chosen for this pur- 
pose by God himself.” “God hath divided 
to every one as he wished, and some were to 
be teachers, others hearers,” &c. ‘‘ This 
order is violated by our adversaries, who al- 
low all, without distinction, even laymen and 
prattling women, the privilege of reading and 
interpreting Scripture, although they have 
never been called to this by God, and conse- 
quently are wholly unfit for it.” It seems 
then, that, in the opinion of Papists, the or- 
der which God has established is violated, if 
laymen and prattling women read the Bible! 
Their practice accords entirely with this 
principle.” 

In the first place we have to observe that 
in the original from which the falsifying Pas- 
cal pretends to quote, there is not a single 
passage, or even word italicised, except the 
texts of Scripture. His object, however, 
is sufficiently manifest, for the crafty ser- 
pent wishes to charm, or strike the eye, and 
thereby pervert the heart and understand- 
ing of the unlearned and unstable. Secondly. 
We see the infamous, unnatural conelusion 
which he draws from this passage—“ This or- 
der is violated by our adversaries, who allow 
all without distinction even laymen and prat- 
tling women, the privilege of reading and in- 
terpreting scripture” Therefore, “ It seems 
that in the opinion of Papists, the order which 
God has established is violated, if laymen 
and prattling women read the Bible.” Oh! 
Pascal what an admirable logician! Wor- 
thy of holding not only the most prominent 
place in the Dunciad, but in any of our mod- 
ern missionary and evangelizing colleges! 
Stupidity justly claims thee as her first begot- 
ten, as her representative upon earth.— We 
shall pass over the rankling malice, the he- 
retical leprosy of thy heart—May the Lord 
reform and catholicise that heart, for it re- 
quires it. 

We shall, in compliment to our Catholic 





and our respectable dissenting brethren, pre- 
Sent the entire passage which the profound, 
but exposed craft of this scribbling Pascal, has 
thus most maliciously garbled, from the third 
Number of the “Jesuit, or Catholic Sentinel.” 
They will draw, undoubtedly, a far different 
conclusion from that of Pascal of the leaden 


age. ‘ 


Question, Since the Scripture is obscure, 
who ought to interpret it? 


1. God has desired to maifitain this order 
in the Church, that some should teach, oth- 
ers should learn, some should interpret the 
Scriptures, and others should perform their 
appropriate duties, Whence it follows, that 
not every one, but a few only, should, by the 
appointment of God, interpret the Scripture; 
and especially, those on whom this duty de- 
volves, and who are chosen for this purpose 
by God himself, agreeably to that of Ephes. 
4,11. “And he-gave some Apostles, and 
some, Prophets, and others, some Evangel- 
ists, and others, some Pastors, and Doctors.” 
And 1. Cor. 12, 29. “ Are all Apostles? Are 
all Prophets? Are all Doctors? Are all work- 
ers of Miracles? Have all the grace of heal- 
ing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all in- 
terpret?”’ As if he should say: By no means. 
It belongs to some to teach and to interpret, 
to others to hear and to learn. 


2. This is further and beautifully shewn by 
a comparison borrowed from the human bo- 
dy. For, as there are in the human body, 
many members, and all do not exercise the 
same office, so in the Church, which is the 
Body of Christ, there are many Faithful, and 
yet all receive not from God the same graces 
and functions. “To one indeed, by the Spi- 
rit, is given the word of wisdom: and to an- 
other, the word of knowledge according to 
the same spirit: to another, faith in the same 
spirit: to another, the grace of healing in one 
spirit; to another, the working of miracles; to 
another, prophecy; to another, interpretation 
of speeches.”” And asthe same Apostle says, 
Rom. 12. 3. *‘ According as God hath divid- 
ed to every one the measure of faith.” 
Which we explain thus: As the: eyes do not 
usurp the office cf hearing, nor the ears of 
seeing, nor the feet of eating, because God 
has not appointed them for this: so in the 
Church, all should not usurp the office of 
teaching and of interpreting the Scripture, 
nor all of working miracles, because “‘ God 
hath divided to every one ” as he wished: and 
some were to be Teachers, others, hearers, 
and so forth. 


3. This order is violated by our adversa- 
ries, who allow all, without distinction, even 
Laymen and prattling women, the privilege 
of reading and interpreting the Scripture, al- 
though they had never been called to this b 
God, and consequently, are wholly unfit for 
it, And things have long since come to this 
pass among the different Sectarians, that ev- 
ery Cobler, and every Tinker, will think he 
perfectly understands and is authoriged to in- 
terpret the Scripture; and stands, therefore, 
in no need of instruction from any one. Let 
all such read these words of the Apostle, 1. 
Cor. 12. 21. “ And the eye cannot say to the 
hand, I need not thy help; nor again the 
head to the feet, I have no need of you.” 








Let them read also that of 2. Tim,, 9,12, 
But, I suffer not a woman to teach.” ais 
We shall, for the present, take ‘our lédye 
of Pascal and his “ Messrs. Editors,” and ob. 
serve, that their discriminating taste for tral. 
their ultimate views of Church and» Sta Pp . 
union, and their well-known charitablenesy ” 
for the Holy Catholic Religion, constitute — 
them an unenviable Trio. They may bea 
sured that the supposed ‘ Gentleman,” whe 
is supposed to have informed the 
Pascal about the burning of a Bible in Bg 
more by a Catholic Priest, is eonscienti 
set down as another heretical falsehood, for 
which, of course, even if Pascal could have 
tald truth, we give all the parties concerned 
their due credit. ' 
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AD 
th 
AMALGAMATION wi 
OF CHURCH AND STATE!! gBy ° 
sa fl me 
os i ‘: 

Ab uno disce omnes— i. ? 
Americans, Freemen, Christians, watch the moves hi 
ments of the Crafty Serpent. sf 4 
7 th 
PRECICUS EXTRACT M Is 
FROM THE NEW-YORK DAILY SENTINEL, © - 
“ Messrs Epirors.—Mere religious big-, A co 
otry, even in this enlightened age, would be. _ & 
dangerous, were it not wisely ordered, that. 4 vi 

the very excess of its malignance—the spon= "_ 
taneous overflow of its rancour, should be . to 


the means of prematurely exposing its virulent 







and impoisoning character. Could a railing. se 
and pitiless fanatic, by any possibility, copy de 
the meek and lowly demeanour—the pure a 
and winning charitableness of that being whose “ol 
precepts he assumes to have imbibed—whose rw 
examples he effects to follow, his deep hypo- tr 
crisy might be more surely fatal, because its pl 
operations would be conducted in dissembling al 
silence. But he cannot keep his peace !—The di 
pride of being looked up to as the founder of th 
a new, or the restorer of an old sect—the pride G 
of opinion—the frenzied belief that his must c 
be the straight path—the habit of communing th 
only with the elect—all combine to produce @ d 
seated conviction that only those who believe st 
with him are destined to that eternal happiness, a 
reserved for an immortal soul, The neutral t] 
consequence which results from such convie« a 
tion, is a most expressive restlessness in all) ti 
matters, and on all occasions, where his ex@ie li 
table mind can be wrought up to a belief, thi. d 
the interests of Religion are concerned: a des) b 
sire to bend all consciences to the level of his” U 
own; an intention of bringing the strong arm ’ 
of civil, or ecclesiastical power to aid him m 0 
Y|compelling others to adopt Ais rule of faith, § 
and what is most fortunate to the peace and) b 
happiness of his neighbours, an ulter anabit a 
to hold his tongue! 4a a a 
I have been drawn into this train of reflec j 
tion by having heard this morning, ip } 
Middle Dutch Church of this city, (let every q 
friend of civil and religious liberty,—every ” : 
supporter of the sacred rights of consciences: f 
note the time and place,) a speaker make use ~ 1 
of such language as I never expected to. ¢ 
hear from the lips of an American. dif- 
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_ large, that the mind of the rigid bigot is filled 


» yide against and defeat his nefarious and anti- 


' that “all men shall be allowed to worship 
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ferent Bible, Tract, dnd other Religious ‘so- 
cieties, held their general meeting in’ that 
h. As might be expected some eloquent 
esses were delivered. But the particular 

passage to which I ullude, was spoken by a 
yee charitable-looking gentleman. I 


never forget the mam; or his appearance; 


*) forto my thinking, his words are the most 


ht with portents of evil, and the most 

emorable, that, as a lover of civil and reli- 

ious liberty, it has ever been my misfortune 

to hear boldly, openly, and confidently 
d 


‘Durning tothe President of the meeting 
vith much earnestness, and solemnity, he 
asked, ‘why they should not meet the charge” 
(that of attempting the union of church and 
state in this country) ‘openly, and at once 
avow their real sentiments and intentions?” 
He then continued in these precise words:— 
“We ARE enpDEAvoRING TO UNITE CHURCH 


anp sTATE IN THIS Repusuic!! He laid only adopted’and methodized, by Ignatius and 
rd “ arg,” which | his followers, certain it is, that, from the close 
for it leaves not | of the council of Trent to the opening of the 


_ eyen the shadow of adoubt as to the true| Gallic revolution, the main principles, on 


the emphasis upon the wo 
was the correct reading, 


meaning of the very patriotic and charitable 
aker. He then declared that he was a 
uritan! It is a solemn truth—he declared 
himself a Puritan !—Does not this exhibit in 
amost striking point of view, the blindness, 
the recklessness of unreflective fanaticism? 
Is it not fortunate for the peace of society at 


with the spirit of restiveness so that he is 
compelled to speak, and mankind may dis- 
over, by hearing his sentiments, how to di- 


“patriotic schemes? A Puritan—and contend 
the union of church and state! 
‘$0 perfect an absurdity as to vow him- 
self a Puritan, and in the same breath to 
declare explicitly in favor of an union of | 
church and state! But how shall we speak 
of an American—a native of that very land 
whose unexampled prosperity is mainly at- 
tributable to the wise and commendable 
practice of its government—in declaring 
and in acting uniformly and without invi- 
dious distinctions, upon such a declaration, 


God according to the dictates of their own 
conscience??? Is not aman who would avow 
that he is endeavoring’ to effect an union of 
church and state, not only guilty of the ba- 
sest departure from his duty and allegiance 
a8 a citizen, but of absolute treason against 
the duties of mankind?—For, that the world 
atlarge is deeply interested in the preserva- 
tion of the existing institutions of this repub- 
¢ Sacred and inviolate, is most clearly evi- 
‘dent; and he who would subvert them, should 
held to answer before the bar of the 
verse. 

But fortunately, these memorialists in favor 
of stopping the mails on what they call the 
Sabbath, have, at last, been hurried by that 

m-spirit, which vivifiés fanaticism, into 
avexplicit avowal of their intentions, to effect 
4 thion of church and state inthis Republic. 
They stoutly denied it at first} but now, denial, 
retraction will not avail them; let it be 
ted upon the untiring wings of the 

over the immense territory of our free, 
‘tvoured, and envied country—let every cit- 
lz¢n who loves the glory and happiness of that 
country, instruct his children how best to/ 


} 


nations of designing sectarians—of unchari- 
table* ond ves preventing an union 
of Church and State. | PHILLirl, , 





er’? SE Reer i oo ims 
Order of the Jesuits, with the prominent features 
of the Institute. , 
[ConTINUVED FROM NO. 40—PAGE 321.] 


If the outlines of education, which has 
been here traced from the book of the Je- 
suits’ institute, * do not win approbation, they 
may be presented to the reader, at least, as 
an object flosity. Serious men will, 
perhaps, t them more deserving of atten- 
tion than are many of the ephemeral vaga- 
ries, which modern adventurers in the art of 
training youth daily obtrude upon the public. 
The Jesuits’ system is recommended by the 
experimental success of two centuries; and, 
whether the plan was originally conceived, or 








Prevent its downfall, by opposing the machi- 


which it rests, even the practical details of 
it, with little variation, pervaded the educa- 
tion 6f the Catholic clergy in all distinguished 
seminaries, whether directed by Jesuits, or 
by others; and they may, therefore, be re- 
garded as the source of all the virtue and 
learning which adorned the Catholic Church 
in that period, and which the Gallic revolu-| 
tioners were sworn to destroy. If these | 
anti-Christian conspirators first doomed the | 
Jesuits to annihilation, it Was because their | 





torted, into the view in which. truth requires 
they. should be seen. hive sh oy heey 
First, | glance an eye over the con- 
tents of this institute. It contains, not only 
what the founder wrote, but likewise all the 
papal bulls:and briefs granted to the society ; 
all the decrees and of the several con- 
gregations which form laws in the society; 
several instructions, precepts, and ordinan- 
ces, issued by different generals, and adopt- 
ed by general congregations, for universal 
practice; the general Ratio Sludiorum; the 
privileges granted to the society by the holy 
See; the particular rules prescribed for every 
office in the society, and for every class of 
men in it, as priests, missionaries, preachers, 
students, &c. The groundwork of all this is 
what the founder himself wrote; viz. an Ex- 
amen Generale to be proposed to candidates 
for admittance; Constitutiones Societatis Jesu; 
an epistle De Virtute Obedientia; a book of 
Spiritual Exercises; and, finally, many of 
the particular rules of offices. The Prague 
edition of the Institute, anno 1757, two small 
folio volumes, lies before me, and I have tak- 
en a good deal of fruitless trouble to find out 
some propositions denounced by the enemies 
of the Jesuits, without reference to the page, 
or chapter. J have found nothing but what 
reflects honor on the code, The objects of 
it are the glory of God, the general good of 
man, and the preservation of the society. In 
pursuance of the first of these, the members 
make vows of poverty, chastity, and obedi- 
ence; they mortify their senses, renounce 
worldly honors, and preach the Gospel. The 


schools were widely diffused through Eu-| means they use for the second consist of ex- 
rope, and were marked by them as hot-beds| ample, prayer, works of charity, pious publi- 
ef every thing which they chose to term fa-| cations, preaching, educating youth, and 
naticism, bigotry, and superstition; that is to| sending forth missioners. For the third ob- 
say, zeal, faith, and devotion. These were! ject, their preservation, they have appropriate 
to be extirpated, to make room for fanaticism, | rules of union, discipline, reputation, freedom 
bigotry, and superstition of another kind;! from party, and moderation.* 

those of equality, reason, and philosophy.| Such is the code which has been so mis- 
And mark with what avidity they seized 5 a represented. It is impossible, within the 
on the. spurious maxim, which had been at-| bounds of a pamphlet, and, indeed, I have 
tributed to the Jesuits, ‘‘ that it was lawful to| already stretched into the latitude of a book, 
do evil, that thence expected good might/| to give an adequate notion of it, and to com- 
come:” falsehood, forgery, blasphemy, {alse} bat the opinions Whieh have gone abroad 
witness, murder, regicide; every crime that a| against it. These @pimionS are so many 





bad heart could suggest, a perverted head 
direct, or a venal arm perpetrate, was resort- 
ed to, to attain that summum bonum, jacobin- 
ism. They had before them the Monila Se- 
creta and the Institute, and they chose the 
former for the basis of their constitutions, I 
need not repeat the infamous doctrines col- 
lected in that forgery, which was published 
at the end of the pamphlet, that induced me 
to undertake to writé these pages, and of 
which Clericus has given us an account in 
the following Letters; suffice it to say, by 
way of contrast, that horrors are there piled 
high one upon another, and said to be the se- 
cret code of tegulations of men, who profess 
to take the institute of Ignatius for their 
guide, a code replete with piety and virtue. 
I have already said enough to silence the re- 
mark, that men may profess only and not act, 
for I have shown, that, if ever men acted up 
to their profession, the Jesuits have; but it 
will be an agreeable task to put some of the 
points of the institute, which have been dis- 





adopted prejudices, the refutation of which 
is completely given in the Apologie de I’ Insti- 
tut, towhich I must refer the reader, who 
will find in it many extracts from the institute 
itself; and I shall here briefly notice the vow 
of obedience, and the imputed despotism of 
the general, about which so much has been 
said. 1 

“Their blind obedience! 'To be as unre- 
sisting as a dead body, or as tractable as a 
stick in the hands of an old man?’} This lan- 
guage, taken disjointedly, is among the bug- 
bears held up by the new conspirators against 
the Jesuits. _It must surely be allowed, that 
obedience is necessary in every institution, 
where training the mind is an object, and the 
institute is not reprehensible for excluding 
wilful argumentation, while it allows every 
one the use of his ‘reason. Blind Obedience 
is not required for the commission of a crime, 
but in duties known to be pious and moral, 
in actions evidently laudable. Nor is the 
expression: of the text ceca obedientia, but ca- 





* They are found, principally, in the fourth part of 
their ‘‘ Constitution,’ in the rules of prévincials, rectors, 
prefects of schools, masters, and scholastics, and in their 
Ratio Studiorum. 





* See the chapter of part x. entitled ““De modo quo 
conservari et augeri totum corpus Societatis in suo bone 
statu possit,”’ vol. i. p. 445, of the Prague folio editign, 

t Institute, vol, ii. p, 408, Prague folio edition, 



















THE JESUIT. 


Vor. 1, 





ca quae dam obedientia.* The rule is for the 


better training of the young and the inexpe- 
rienced; and what school ‘not proceed 


upon it to the extent required by the insti- 
tute, which excepts whatever is criminal, or 
morally wrong? It literally prescribes, that 
this kind of blind obedience shall, nevertheless, 
be conformable to justice and to charity; om- 
nibus in rebus ad quas tei cum charitate se 
obedientia extendere.t| Nay, the order of the 
superior is not only to be examined, to see 
that it is free from a capital sin, but from any 
sin whatever; in omnibus que a superiore dis- 
ponuntur ubi definiri non possit (quemadmodum 
dictum est) aliquod peccati genus intercedere.} 
In a word, discussion is not forbidden by the 
institute, but in cases where it is evident that 
there is no sin; ubi non cerneretur peccatum ;§ 
a doctrine continually repeated on this head, 
uemadmodum dictum est, that is, in quibus nul- 
manifestum est peccatum.|| Where now is 
the horror of this obedience? It will seem a 
paradox to say, that the rigour of it arises 
from the mildness of the Jesuit government: 
but it is not less the fact; for, as all violent 
measures and corporal punishments are ex- 
cluded from the society, a prompt moral obe- 
dience is absolutely necessary to its exist- 
ence. It thus becomes an amiable, as well 
as an indispensable law. 


[TO BE CONTINUED.] 





* Institute, vol. ii. p. 408, Prague folio edition. 
Ibid. vol. i. p. 407. 
+ Ibid. vol. i. p. 408. 


§ Institute, vol. i. p. 373. 
li Institute, vol. i. p. 408. 











THE TRUE CHURCH. 





CHAPTER XXIII. 


OF THE MERIT OF GOOD WORKS. 


[concLuDED FROM No 40.—PaGE 324.] 


1. The point now in question is, whether 

a just man can, with the grace of God, per- 
form good works meritorious of eternal life— 
Our Adversaries deny that he can, because 
they suppose original sin to remain in him, 
and consequently, that all his good works are 
infected and contaminated by it, so as to en- 
tail death, rather than merit eternal life— 
Vide Calv. lib 2 inst. cap. 1. § 9: et lib. 3. 
cap. 15. §3. We maintain the contrary. 
First; that some works of the just are good, 
proper and pleasing to God. Secondly; that 
these works are meritorious of eternal life— 
2. The first part of our assertion is proved 
from the principle admitted by our Adversa- 
ries. Foritis certain, according to faith, 
that all sins are taken away by justification, 
and that grace, or inherent justjce is infused 
into the soul which renders a man just and 
acceptable to God, as is proved in chapter 
16. in No. 36. Hence, it follows, that as 
from an impious man, evil works proceed, so 
from a just man proceed works that are good 
and acceptable to God, according to the 
words of Christ, in Matth. 7.18. good 


tree 


good tree—according to the royal Psalmist. 
Psalm, 91. 13. The just shall flourish like 
the palm tree: he shall grow up like the cedar 


duce bad fruit. The second is; Every branch 
of a fruitful vine can produce good fruit, but 
the Apostles were branches of Christ, who 
was the fruitful vine: Therefore, they were 
able to produce good fruit. “Phe same can 
be said in relation to all the other just. 

3. Objection from Isaias 64. 6. 


as the rag of a menstruous woman. We answer. 


We are 


all become as one unclean, and all our justices 


That the Prophet does not here speak of the 


evil tree bring forth good fruit. Hence we) Lord, and not to men; knowing that you shall 
draw two arguments. First, A ge 
cannot produce bad fruit; but ajust manisthe| Nor should this seem strange. First, be. 


receive the reward of inheritance of the Lord, 


cause adults are not children of God by ng 


ture, but by adoption. God adopted be 
| with this condition that, they should not 


|obey his commands, and thereby merit it, 
|The same may be said of Christ—For, by 
right of inheritance, (taking the hyposta- 
tical union for granted) the glory whereby 
his body was surrounded, and the exaltati 

of his name were justly due to him; and 
yet he obtained them by his own merits, 
Philipp. 2. 8. He humbled himself, becom- 
ing obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross— Wherefore God hath exalted and given 


just but of the impious: not of all, but only | 
of the Jews, not of all their works, but only 


sacrifice no more in vain: incense is an abomi- 
nation tame. The new moons, and the sabbaths, 


of their sacrifices and festivals, wherein they 
made their justice principally to consist, which 
however, God, detested. Isaias 1—13. Offer 


and other festivals I will not abide; your as- 
semblies are wicked. 


4. 2, Objection—Ecclesiastes 7. 21.) 
For there is no just man upon earth, that doeth | 
good, and sinneth mot. We reply. That this| 
passage is not to be understood of mortal | 
sins, because concerning them it is written | 
in 1 Jno.3,9. Epery one that is born of God, 





sins, according to Proverbs 24. 16—A just | 


nl % eS 
man shall fall seven times, and shall rise again. | 


a S ° ° } 
Again in James 3. 2. For in many things we! 


all offend. | 
5. The latter part of our assertion, is prov-' 
ed from the Scriptures, wherein eternal life | 
is called the wages, or reward of good works. | 
Matt. 5. 12.—Rejoice and be exceedingly glad | 
because your reward is very great in heaven. | 
Chap. 20. 8—Call the labourers and pay them! 
their hire—Rom. 2. 6: Who will render to ev-| 
ery man according to his works, to them indeed, ' 
who, according to patience in good work, seek | 
glory, and honor, and incorruption, life everlas-. 


receive his own reward according to his labor. 
—Galat.6.8. He that soweth in the spirit, 
of the spirit shall reap life everlasting.—2. Tim. 
4.7. Ihave fought a good fight; I have finish- 
ed my course, | have kept the faith. For the 
rest there is laid up for me a crown of Justice. 

6. First objection. Eternal life is an in- 
heritance; is due to the children, not from 
merit, but by right: Therefore eternal life is 
not a reward of good works— We reply: That 
it is an inheritance in respect to infants, who 
die after Baptism. But in regard to adults, 
it is both an inheritance and a reward, ac- 
cording tothe Apostle—Coloss, 3. 23. What- 





iree canndt bring forth evil fruit, neither can an 








soever you do, do it from the heart, as lo the 





him a name, which is above every name. 


{ To BE CONTINUED. ] 





Dr. Henry Wharton, an English divine, in 


the preface to his Polyglot, correctly ob-_ 


serves:—‘ Aristarchus, heretofore, “could. 
scarcely find seven wise men in Greece, but 
with us, scarce are to be found so many id 
ots; for all are doctors, all divinely learned: 
there is not so much as the meanest fanatic, 
or Jack-pudding who does not give is his 
own dreams for the word of God. For the 


| bottomless pit seems to have been set open, 


from which a smoke has arisen which hi 
darkened the Heavens and the stars, sal 
custs are come out with stings, a numerous 
race of sectaries and heretics, who have re- 


many monstrous opinions of their own, 
These have filled our cities, villages, camps, 


| houses, nay, our churches, and pulpits, too, 


and lead the poor deluded people with them 
into the pit of perdition.”’ 








On the morning of the 10th inst. the Right 
Rey. Dr. Fenwick, of Boston, set out ona 
visit to Hartford and New York. 





We have just seen the Second Number of 
an interesting Pamphlet, called Tue Pao- 
TESTANT’s ApripGeR anp ANNoTATOR, by 
the Rev. Ferix Varera—New York, This 


ting &c.—1. Cor. 3. 8. And every man shall little work is well calculated to operate as @ 


Quietus upon the varied appetites of Protest- 
‘antism, and may be found at P. Moomey’s 
| Catholic Book-store, corner of Franklin and 
| Federal streets. 


———— 
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OBITUARY. 
| Died, in New York, on Thursday the 20th inst. after 4 
| short illness, Mr. Micnart Garvey, aged 40 years 
| He was the son-in-law of Mr. Bryan M‘Kenna—was 
uniformly admired for his virtuous decision of character, 
amenity of manners and charitableness of disposition; 
| and in the circle of his acquaintance his loss will ma 
easily be repaired. With honesty as the touchstone 
| all his actions, he not only elicited respect in the vanow 
| dealings of his short life, but insured to himself 

| esteem with those who were in any way dealing, oF €o} 
|nected with him. A Christian and a Catholic, he has 
| gone to another, a better, and a more blissful world’— 


| Requiescat in pace. 


oe 
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of Libanus. Therefore, a just man cannot pro-|ter on the inheritance, unless they wool” 


¥, 


We 


doth not commit sin: But it applies to venial | newed alt the ancient heresies, and invented — 








